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War in the District.
WE LIVE in picturesque days. . 1

A drawn revolver battle between police
and whisky runners at the District line.

A breakneck automobile chase over Country
roads, with blazing of automatics and whistling of

. bullets, ending in victory for Washington officers.
These arc pictures drawn from the history of

the past two days in the National Capital. No
. need to lock overseas for adventures of war.tQ
the Balkans, to Poland to Ireland or Russia. LMf
after day in the front line trenches during the 'vorlff
war passed with no more thrilling incidents.

These were not unusual days in Washington's
-.recent history. They roused hardly a flicker of ex-

. citement in the sated minds of the people. Tomor-
-"row they will be forgotten. Still more picturesque
adventures will fill the newspapers.

, Yet if these battles had been fought ^on the
Ulster border they would be considered as world
history. A revolver battle in some obscure Balkan
city teems with potentialities of world war and
cables hum with the details. But they have no more

actual thrill than can be found in the daily details
of this constant war between Washington police
and law violators.

Prohibition has introduced a picturesque and
romantic character into the pages of Americaa his¬
tory.as much so, perhaps, as the cowboy, the
range rider, or any other of the colorful characters
of the old frontier. No less bold, resourceful and ro¬

mantic is the police officer or the enforcement
agent who furnishes the combat pictures in this
chapter of history.

The District of Columbia is only a minor battle
ground in the guerilla warfare which covers the
entire United States. But never, since the Con-
fedente troops were encamped just a few miles
across the Potomac, have the people of the District
lived through more exciting days.

District police are showing more and more

resoluteness in conducting their side of the battle.
They are making it a real war.a battle to the
death and not parade ground maneuvers. Their
exploits deserve, at least, to be remembered.to
hold a definite place in the annals of two-fisted
fighters.

Judging from the cost of the Mayflower's
new motorfeoat. it must have been designed J»y
Secretary Mellon and built by Tiffany.

Baying an Empire.
IF ONE MAN controlled all the newspapers in

the United States he would be the most power¬
ful individual in the world.

It is a situation impossible of realization but
interesting to speculate upon. His command of
public opinion would be absolute. The power of
despotic monarch s would be a feeble thing com¬

pared to the force in his hands.
In Germany this is exactly what has happened.

The German workman or farmer reads only home
or foreign news which has been predigested by the
apparatus of one man. This one man has done
many interesting things in the last few years.
Without much aid irom the press he secured his
position as, without much doubt', the most powerful
human being in Central Europe.
Hugo Stinnes has spent .' some time obtaining a

strangle hold on the German pres% At last, ac¬

cording to the Manchester Guardian correspondent
at Berlin, his mastery is an accomplished fact.

There are now 4.100 newspapers in Germany,
without counting trade journals o( magazines, we

learn from this writer. Hardly a fair-sized village
but has its newspaper.many of them two or three.

Post-war conditions have made the existence
'of individual publishers almost impossible. The
highest obtainable circulation and advertising rates

barely cover the cost of print paper. Into this
situation Stinnes stepped with his characteristic
thoroughness.

He purchased seventy of the largest publica¬
tions outright. His next step was to obtain mastery
of all the stereotype factories, placing under his
indirect control all but the smallest provincial
papers. His latest step has been to buy up all
the telegraph agencies. A British correspondent
says that one small agency still remains independent.

The smallest village paper hardly can print a

line, with the exception of strictly local news,
without the consent of the Rhenish ironmaster.
As newspaper after newspaper goes into bank¬
ruptcy Stinnes purchases them.

Perhaps the most interesting point is that
he loses money on all of them. He considers the
influence he wields on public opinion worth the
price. What visions of great empire hover in the
brain of the busy, shabby little man? He buys
power, regardless of cost.to what end'

Let Layman Suggest.
VETERANS' BUREAU physicians who lament

criticism of their work by the public make a
serious mistake.

It is an error common among experts whose
horizon circles a strictly professional universe. They
fail to realize that the public often can detect de¬
fects to which they themselves are blinded by their
very zeal.

A number ot these medical men connected with
the fourth district office gathered about the ban-
quet table the other evening and talked over the

mountain of labor confronting them. They teemed
to feel that the public did not appreciate the work
they were doing.
. "If people would only leave u» alone we could
put this big work over," Col. R. U. Patterson, medi¬
cal adviser of the bureau, is quoted as tayinff in an

address nhat night.
Thr people of the fourth district.the people (of

the District of* Columbia, Maryland and Virginia.
have such a vital interest <n the work in which Qol.
Patterson and his colleagues are engaged they would
Be foolish, to stand aside entirely.
A large amount of human ruin was wrought

by the war, and pfofessional builders are engaged
in the task of reconstruction. The public has much
at stake. Citizens of this district owe it to them¬
selves and to the "bureau officials to watch every
sttp %f the process and to call attention to every
evidence of an error.

Frequently the doctors will be right. Sometimes
they will be wrong, and a timely word of criticism
may turn them in the right directibn again.

Doubtless Veterans' Bureau officials arc actuated
by- the best motives in the world.high altruism
and *iy>reme devotion to duty. But they have the
human faculty of forgetfully slipping back to the
CC pill,and iodine methods of army days. Why
should they resent the public taking note when
these lapses come? ' I

TJtey want the support and help of the public.
Yet the poorest service possible would be failure to
call their attention forcibly to any case where there
was a chance that they had been careless.

There are 60,000 Claimants for aid in the fourth
district. Of these, 3,000 are in hospitals. Would
anyone have the public so blind to its rcsponsibilites
as to turn these men over to the care of a govern¬
ment agency and then completely forget them?

The would-be politician demanded to know
"if Henry Ford purchased Muscle Shoals
whether or not he intetided to reduce the priceof muscles."

A Long Step Ahead.

IT IS gratifying to note that the government is
making real progress in its avowed purpose of

encouraging better methods in the despatch of pub¬lic business.
The war emphasized the fact that a real part¬

nership exUts between government and business,and active steps taifen by departmental officers
toward making the working arrangement between
the two constructive and mutually helpful, are high¬ly commendable.

The two departments which comc into the most
intimate contact with the people, ar^ the TreasuryDepartment with-its new and intimate tax laws, and
the Postoffke Department whose business it is to
serve and, therefore, to help every individual citi-
zen.

The Postoffice Department is an educating and
business building agent. Accordingly, its prompt
recognition of the value at labor-saving devices in
the more effective and more economic handling of
the mail, is most praiseworthy.

One of the most interesting of these devices is
the epoch-making postage meter machine, the use
of which the department has authorized. It is now
in satisfactory use in many important business
houses and its indicia is already familiar to a large
reading public.

The first of these machines has just been in¬
stalled in the offices of the local telephone com¬
pany.

The postage meter imprints directly on the
letter a postage stamp and a postmark in such form
as to avoid the necessity of stamp cancellation and
postmarking at the Qutgoing postoffice.

The general use of these machines by import¬
ant mailers throughout the country will effect an¬
nual savings to the government running into many
millions of dollars. Similar savings will result to
the users of the machine. Thefe will be other
equally important results juch as the more rapid
despatch of the mail and the protection to the
basiness men and the government against defalca¬
tion and other losses incident to the handling of
adhesive postage stamps.

The labor employed in the routine work per¬
formed by this niachinc will be released to work
calling for superior mental activities and which is
more remunerative to the individuals performing
such service.

This is one of the most noteworthy instances
of the practical application of business methods to
government operations that has yet marked the
progress of the postal service. It recognizes the
value of active co-operation with the users of the
mails in the interest of a better postal service for
everyone, at the minimum cost to the public.

At least the bituminpus coal strike should
do away with the smoke nuisance temporarily
and give us a couple of lungfuls of fresh air.

Protection for Our Industries.

WHY smile at the House of Representatives
for its humble effort to make illicit liquor

selling safe for American citizens?
The vote to deport aliens caught violating the

national prohibition law may well have been a

highly meritorious action.satisfactory to all who
hold that the resources and opportunties of these
United States belong, first of al'. to the native born.

What a growl of disgust emanates from any
good citizen at the sight of a high-powered, luxur¬
ious automobile dashing along our spacious strcets-
with some gentlettjan who arrived from Russia via
steerage 'a few years ago behind the wheel. Had
bootlegging been reserved for Americans, someone
now walking would be driving that car to some pal-

1- atial home where liveried servants and bejeweled
wife and daughters awaited his coming.

If there is much money to be made by breaking
the nation's laws, at least give the Opportunity to
men who deserve well of the nation.

The Pennsylvania man who discovered a
coal mine in his cellar discovered' the right
thing in the right place.
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NEW YORK. April 7>-frhe Palm
Beach crowds are back. AlM^ the
migrations to Eur6pe hav® »et in."
Most New Yorkers wlio flit fram
resort to. resort tarry In tswn only
a week when they return from
Florida. The flne "homes in the
East 81de are being boarded up for
the sumaen The caretakers and
their families are sitting out front,
which means that suirfmer Is really
here. - ; V V» *

\.S #

Eugene O'Neill hai lauaehed An¬
other theatrical success under th*
management of the Provlncfctown
Player* dowiT imf the village. The
Istest is called "Harry Ape." The
first was "Emperor Jones," which
later moved up to Broadway and;
played for a season. O'Neill's "An-1
nle Christie" is playing at still an¬
other Broadway theater. An odd
genius is this playwright who lives
far away from the Hialto amid the
flsherfolk. He has seen life at its
crudest and his plays reflect it.'
Several years ago he was Strieker
with tuberculosis and he built a,
home on the Atlantic Coast.rarely
going anywhere or receiving visi¬
tors.

~

The Third avenue elevated trains
have some pretty hard fares after
midnight. Gangsters on their way
home from spiels, dock-wallopers
Q41 the loose and thick-chested men
who rule by might . of fist The
other night a group began to
rough house one of the cars of the
train. A guard stepped In., and
pleaded for order. The crowd
grabbed him. stripped hfm of his
uniform and when the police came
in response to his shrill whistle
they found him under a seat
wrapped in abandoned newspapers.
Many Chinese on their way to!
Chinatown find themselves helplessvicUms of the crowd's rowdyism.
In the days of the old strong-arm
squad special huskies rode the
Third avenue and cracked heads
with reckless abandon.

I don't know why a red-headed
man should be any more amusing
wearing a monocle than those with1
hair of other shades. But a mon-
ocied red-haired man was laughed
at all the way up Fifth avenue the
other afternoon.

The manager of a chain of Broad¬
way night cafes refers to bis pal-
ronsge as "flat hats" and "white
fronts." The "flat hats" are. the
t-ollege boys and the "white fronts'
are the swells. ,

SAYS HUMAN RACE
HAS NOT IMPROVED
Prof. Edwin C. Conkiin. of l»rince-

toh University, created a mild sen-,
sation at Yale when in a recent ad¬
dress he predicted that two cr three
generations will see the extinction
of the best stock of thv human iace
so far an America is concerned.
That is. unless society -takes drastic
steps toward artificial selection
among the upper strata of mankind
in the near future.

Prof. Conkiin lectured on "The
Future of Evolution." and pointed
out that race suicide is Imminent
among the wealthy classes owing to
social taxes on the raising of chil¬
dren. while tho laboring classes are
multiplying at an enormous rate
America, he added. Is also faced by
the problem of race amalgamation
which is going on between whites
and negroes. Mulattpes already
number one-fourth as many as pure
blacks in this country, he anserted.
and are increasing double the
rate of the latter. The result, while
raising the standard.of the negroes,
is detrimental, he slid, to the best
strains of blood on whose p~eserva-
tion the future of the country de¬
pends.
"Most people think." said Prof

Conkiin. "that man is far better
physically and intellectually thnn
centuries ago. As a matter of fact,
there is no good reason to believe
there has been any material change
In the human race since the last ic»
age. about 20.000 or 30.000 years
ago. So fa:* as man's cranial .ca¬
pacity is concerned there has been
no increase during that time.

"All the signs point to the con¬
clusion that man has reached his
greatest development along phys¬
ical and intellectual lines. If there
are any changes they will be minor
ones, unless, indeed, there be such
another secular change as an ice
a«e.
"What progress man has made in

the last 20.000 years has been social
rather than biological. Knowledge
has increased and bee npreserved
and transmitted, but I can see no
reason to believe the intellectual
capacity of man is any greater now
than it wasMn the time of Socrates
and Aristotle."

WHO'S WHO IN
THE DAY'S NEWS

Higher ideals and better ethics in
business is the hobby of C. F.
Abbott, widely known in this coun¬

try among the ex¬
ecutives of big
business. Abbott
was in Washing¬
ton recently and
conferred with
President Harding
on ways and
mean#* of improv-
i n g commercial
standards in sell¬
ing. Starting in
as a "Knight of
the Grip," Abbott
has steadily
grown to be
known as the
/"father of the,
idea of fair and
honest dealing in
business."

He has been sales manager of
some of the largest manufacturing
concerns In this country* and his
knowledge thus gained has led him
into spreading the gospel of bet¬
ter business in nearly all of the
big cities in this country and only
recently toured L«atin-Amerlcan
countries on the same subject. At
present he is conducting a series
of lectures before the Y. M. C. A.
in New York. Abbott says he has
met with great success in this lat-|
ter work.

"8tartlng in with the younger
men contemplating a business ca-']
preer, training them properly and
seeing that they are placed in
their proper sphere In the business
world. Is the blggaat step forward
in putting selling on a more honest
basis." 4s the Way Abbott speaks
of his work at the Y. M, C. A. j

CMA* AaHOT

The Friend of the People
Answer* to Your Quotums

:

hXThis Separtment is conducted bt The Herald to att
questions will be ansWrd M these columns. Aiires

stter questions j,} Us rljliirl^ Jill

WOT RRKAKIKO LAW.
To the Trimd of the People:

Thl» Is celled a residential «tre<'t. A renta
.par* In his private garage to a couple of neigh-
tors at a fair price. B says ^ la breaking the
law a* he ia commercialising a strictly re«l
dentlal section Who la rl*ht? G. J.

A h*e a tight to rent apace la Ala garage to
Trlends. So long a« he Is not running a garageand doe* not need a city license h* I* not com-
merclallxing the district

I1AK NO SBCIIIITY.
-To the Friend of the People: s

Suppose A buys an apartment In an apart¬
ment house from U and the building is heavily
mortgaged. a agree* to pay $10,000 for the
apartment. He pays $3,000 cash and the balance
In monthly installments. What security will A
have that his apartrtent will be released from
the mortgage unless the mortgage In part of
hi* purchase contract. A LAIMAN READER.

Unless the mortgagee In a party to the pur¬
chase contract A will have no security* that his
apartment wtli be released from the mortgage

WATCH OKLAHOMA.
To the Prteiul of the People: *

My home up to the declaration of war was
in Oklahoma. I enlisted, in Colorado, but for the
pant three years have been In Montana. From
which State am* I entitled to receive a soldier
bonus in case that State hfes enacted such a law?

?, c. c. c.

> You would be entitled to set a soldier bonus
from Oklr.hotna. but that- State has not enacted
any bont>* legislation an yet.

HISTORY Of Kl'RAl> CREDIT BILL.
To the Friend of the People:

I'leas* send me some information on rural
credit bill, Wallace farm bill and any legislation
pending for the benefit of the farmers In 1921.

* R. M.
On .April 7, 1921, the 8enators of agricultural

States appeared be/ore the Senate urging more
liberal farm credit. On April 25 a committee of
Senators conferred with the President urgln*
need of expensive credit. The rural credit bill
appropriated $50,000,000 to toe set aside for easier
farm credit, t The Senate passed the Curtis
Nelson bill June 28. 1921.- thus placing a large
number of government bonds in farmers' banks
no as to loosen credit* and raise deposits in thene
banks.

trass letters te the Fil.4 of ffte People.
IT CAITT BE DOME.

To the Friend of the Paeple: %
WUl you kladly tell me If it Is legal in tbe

State of Maryland for a young lady te marry
her mother's brother. In other words for nor to
marry her uncle 1J. B. B

Marrying of so close a blood relation Is un¬
lawful in Maryland.'

J. M. BARHIR** PKTER PA*.
Ts tbe Friend of^tbe People:

Please answer this question. Who was Peter
Pan? T E.Q. r

Peter Pan Is the fanciful character In a
plsy of that name by J. M. Barrle. He ia always"
taking care of Mlttle boys who are lost, and be .f|
never "wants to grow up.**

I . ft. COURT IN CHINA.
To the Friend of the People:

Please inform me if there it a United Btates
court in China. Who Is the Judge? J. V. It-

There is a United States court located at
Shanghai. China Tbe Judge Is Charles S
l^oblngier.

IIOXKR*S NAME.
To tbe Friend of the People:

What Is the original name of Willie Ritchie,
the boxer? When and where was he born?

J. L.
Willie Ritchie's real name Is Geary A. StefTen.

He wan born In San Francisco. Cal., February
13," 1891.

.

HA* Kit A 1,1. PENNANT.
To the Friend of the People: #

Who won the pennant in the American
League In 1*18? H. H

Boston.

MONDAY*!! CHILD.
ro the Friend of the People:

What is the rest of this verse?
Monday's child is fair of face
Tuesday's child is full of grace

Wednesday's child is sour and sad
Thursday's child is happy and glad
Friday's child has far to go
Saturday's child in full of woe
But the child born on the Sabbath day is

blithe of body, happy and gay

L f

Open Court Letters to The Herald
Other People's Views of Current Events

Hopeless for Mama.
To the Editor, The Washington Herald
Anent youfr editorial of April 3

on "Shifter*," permit me to advise
the worried mater familiar that It is
of no ase for she will have only
her trouble for her pains; that If
clever enough to manage her home
properly, she has dane her duty well
and nobly. She Is only taking an¬

other view of the question. "What
is t'-e world coming to?" which Is
ever wlfTi us-

I joined the Shifters eighteen
y*an ago and helped to initiate one

of ny law professors. He hesitated

Communications will net be returned
sslets speciio rvquMt for »*ch return U
made end stamp* inclosed.
Letters should be typewritten whew

«eer possible. Communications extreme¬
ly difficult to read will not bo considered.
No communications signed with ftctitions
ames will be seed.

are still tnclined to distort the old
adage Into "Give us the luxuries
and we will do without the neces¬
sities."
And we are not pulling together

as ^e should and as we will have
to do if wc expect to bring order
out of the confusion and cha>s
which is an aftermath of a struggle

Hhout accepting our "bid." so we Iborn of hate closely followed bv
-. selfishness and now in a period of

suspicion.had to sttong-arm him to get the
Init'"tlon fee and fasten the insignia
upon nim. He thought "What »s

the world coming to?"
Going back a little further, the

translations of the Inscriptions on

the Rosetti Stone disclose thst it was
ch'seled to eulogize the King for
"reducing taxes" inter alia, during
his reign. # Kvldently they thought
in those B. C. times that 'reducing
taxes" was something modern and
up-to-the-minute.

So don't worry, mother. Your seal!
Isc ommendable. but you won't
land. Remember that we were Just
as devilish to our parents, and take
some consolation in the thought
that the next generation will be
so to theirs.

CHIEF SEATTLE.*

The damnable profiteers will have
to be lashed to the mast. The self¬
ish capitalists and employers of
labor who would take advantage
of conditions and reduce the work¬
ing man to servility, must be
brought to their senses and be
made to sec the responsibility they
are taking and their fate, when the
reaction which is bound to come,
removes from them the protection
which they now enjoy.

I am not a pessimist from choir$.
but "I would rather be a truthful
pessimist than an optomlstic liar"
"to quote our esteemed President of
the United States Chamber of Com¬
merce, in a recent address, and
when we get down to cases and see
things as they are and not as they
are paint4d by the propaganda of a
selfish, self-centered. money-mad
band of conspirators acainst the

A writer to the Open Court has! Public weal, we will And the rem-

Kabat Comes Back.
To the Kdltor. The Washington II«tsM;

written a letter in which he tries
to convey the impression that he is
a hardboiled Westerner. and to
show how tough he is he signs his
letter "Cactus Bill." He agrees

with everything I have written
about flappers, but raises the ques¬
tion that since I kno\y so much
about cake-eaters I must associate
with the F street boys. He implies
that I am not aware of the fact
that there are still ncme regular
men left, and insinuates that any
of the two-rtsted men he knows Is
capable of beating me up.
Must I again tell this wide but

narrow world that one does not
necessarily have to l>e a* member of
a class which he criticises? There
is Billy Sunday, the eccentric evan¬

gelist. 'who has many enemies, yet
I have never heard any of his critics
assail his character despite the fact
that he is so thoroughly familiar
with conditions of vice and evil in
the I'nited States.

"Cactus Bill" must be a cake-
eatcr hidinu binder a tough nom de
plume, because he takes so' rtiany
pains trying to emphasize the fact
that the refined and gentlemanly
men he knows arc no less men nev¬
ertheless. H tells me to put that
into my pipe and smoke it. As I
don't smoke a pipe I can't comply
with his request. I smoke ciga-
.rettes. but you. won't find an F
street long cigarette holder sepa¬
rating me from the smoke Ffl(op«r.

I defn't like his insinuations about
his two-fisted .men. and I am both
willing and eager to meet any of
them at*any time and any place# 1
prefer to meet "Cactus Bill" him¬
self..

I am not a hard-boiled person,
ljut I'do not back down with any¬
one who thinks he Is so tough that
every time he takes a shave he has
to smooth his rough skin with em¬
ery paver.

HARRY KABA'T.

"Brotherhood of Man "

To the Editor, The Washington II*r»l«l:
Four years ago the greatest na¬

tions of the earth were pitted
against each other in mortal com¬
bat, on one side those which stooi
for domination of the world and
on the other these who justified
their participation In this awful
conflict by rising to the defense of
Christian civilization. Every nerve-
string of this mighty nation was
keyed to the highest pitch and every
eye and ear was turned toward
what was then known as the "Oreat<
Spring Offensive." .

With the British forces "fighting
with their "backs to the wall," and
the French determination voiced
in that historic slogan, "they shall
not pass," the manpower and the
soulpower of our America was
thrown into the breech and the
German hordes were crushed and
civilization saved.
But at what a cost, and what has

the sacrifice and the resultant vic¬
tory availed us? Are we taking ad-
vantage of the opportunity ottered
us and our posterity to live **
peace and the purapit of happiness
which we bad hoped and prayed
for during that awful period of
distress? I am afraid not. It »s
true that wt have been sobered
somewhat from the drunken otrv
of extravagance and its attendant
consequences, bat too many oC u»

edy for the disease that has so
greatly threatened our body politic,
and just that much sooner will we
eet back to normal, peaceful and
prosperous conditions for all the
people, and throughout the nation
and throughout the world we will
have regained our right to proclaim
that we are a government "of the
peoote" and the foundation stone
re-dedicated to the only cause upon
which civilisation <^n Survive.The
Brotherhood of Man.

GEORGE TRAVERS

Prohibition a Success.
To th»* Kditor. The Wnskington fl*rald;
Replying to Grant Tarl's letter In

which he asserts that prohibition in
a failure and recommends that we
try government ownership and con¬
trol of the liquor traffic; 1 wish t*
express ray objections to both state¬
ments. First, the legalized liquor
traffic was an evil, and the only
righf way to deal with an evil is
to outlaw it.

I( the enforcement of the law is
not as it should be. this does nof
nrove that the law is a failure, but
that some officials are not doing
their duty, also that some citizens
who should give thetr Influence to
the enforcement of thi« grand law
cry out. "It cannot be enforced "

As gome one has said: "One vio¬
lation .of this law attracts more at¬
tention thsn 100 places that have
been blejt by It."
Consider that there are thou,

sands of children who are better
fed and better clothed than in the
old days of the legalized saloon.
Thousands of families have navlng
accounts* In the bank that never
had one when the saloon got the
most of the weekly wages. Best
of all. there are thousands of young
men who are growing up without
the downward pull of the open
saloon to start them toward a
drunkard's grave.
As about nine-tenths of the drink¬

ing of "moonshine" liquor Is Horn
by those who formed the abnormal
appetite in the saloon, when this
class ban passed away the new
generation will get a new v'slon
of life and will not put a "thief
Jnto the mouth to steal awary their
brains." Araln we do not condemn
a l^w because It Is frequently
broken. Think of our traffic laws,
l.ast month the»*e were over 2.000
violations of the^e laws In the Dis¬
trict of Columbia Shall we repeal
them because tliey are broken
even' day? The laws against steal¬
ing are also broken every day.
Repeal them? No! Enforce them.
As to government ownership and

control both wholesale and retail
of the business. I most strenuously
Object. If I am not mistaken, this
plan was tried out in South Caro¬
lina and was a failure. I do not
*>hlnk that Uncle Sam will eve** co*%
sent to become a wholesale and re-
tall liquor dealer.
As President Harding recently

said on this subject: "The liquor
traffic was destructive of much that
was most precious in American life.
Tn another generation I believe that
Tlquor will have disappeared hot
only from our politics but from our
memories."

...
N. J. KINNEY.

Wants Government Ownership
To tbe Editor. The Wa«hington H> ra^r ,
Yen. "It is up to the public." The

one from whom I quote represents
the owners of one of the bounties
of nature which never ought to be
owned by any individual or corpo¬
ration, and which our grandfathers
had no moral right to give away.
I concede, however, that at long as

they ow« it. they have a legal right
to charge what they can get for
taeir coal, or not sell any at all. If
they so desire, it is not She proper
function of the government to dic¬
tate the pric* of coal any more than
that of any other commodity. And
if for any reason, good or bad. the
coal operators see flt to close down
the mines for a year or two. what1
right has the public to Interfere'
with them? Hoven't they a right toj
do as they will with their own?,
but If people become disorderly, it
is the proper function of govern-!
ment to send a military force to'
preserve order (at great expense).]and charge the cost over to the pub-
lie. Or. If it is the miners who be-1
come disorderly, it works the same
way. of course. In either cane it
is the proper function of the gov¬
ernment to protect private prop¬
erty. though the public must pay
for it. So it is no wonder that the;
people are beginning to be dissat¬
isfied with such a condition of
^ings, and after we have suffered
long enough from them, we will de-
Ynand that the government take;
over the mines.pay a fair price tot
them, of course.and operate them
for the benefit of all. including the
miners themselves. Then the gov¬
ernment will be in a position to
reculate both the price of cosl and
the miners' w*~es. And until then
a big and evergrowing problem con¬

cerning both these propositions,
seems likely to be "up to the pub-.
lie."

W. S. CLINGAN.
Darlington. Md.

Opposes Civil Service.
To the Editor. Tbe Wa'htnet^n Ifrmld:

I*ate1y I have seen much com¬
ment in the Open Court in regard
to Civil Service. This is the veriest
nonsense. Neither party pays any
attention to it when It can be side¬
tracked. It tends to make the em¬

ployes under It less efficient, as

they know removaj Is not easy and
therefore loaf oil -*be job. Very
few of th^m would receive more
than half the salary they receive
from a private corporation, and
they l:now It.
They think they own the job. as

they are under Ci\*il Service rules.
And the greatest humbug of all is
the Civil Sei^-lce examination for
postmaster. Kight years ago a
case r-ame under my observation In
a fvHlaifrf la Vlrrtnia. There were
three applicants, one a Republican
and two Democrats. They entered
the examination. Both Democrats
failed to pass. The Republican
nassed. making 80 per cent. The
Republican was at that time post¬
master. One year passed and his
name was never certified to the
Postmaster General for appoint¬
ment. s

At the end of twelve months,
rtijs office was taken out of th#
Ol#jl Service class and a postofflce
inspector was seat and this post¬
master, who had passed the ex-
amlnatlon. was removed and one
of the Democrats, who only made
l. per cent In the examination, was
recommended by the Inspector and
received the appointment as post¬
master. and I learn there were
thousands of similar cases at that
time and will be In the future. So
why have any Civil Service exami¬
nations at all If they are to be made
a humbug, which many wise people
think they are.

D. E. G.

Cactus Is Willing.
To tbe Kditor. The Wi.htnfton ner.14:

In Thursday's issue of The Herald
I read a reply to my recent con¬
tribution to the Open Court. Mid
reply appearing under the caption.
"A Chance for Cactus Bill." That
gives me an Idea. Why not use the
Open Court for a matrimonial
agency? »

Really. Ed. you weren't spoof,
ing me J I'*e got a chance, haven t
W W|K>oi>ee! You've got me so
riled up rm on the verge of run¬
ning wild on F street. All right.'
old chap; full steam ahead. Tou |furnish the "gal" (a real "gal."
with quotation marks and every¬
thing). and I'll 'tend to the license
and get a minister to hitch us to-]
E«tb«r. , BJU-" 1

).*hecfberaid<s

ItAoie^
andCommi

ICs

IATI RDA1, APRIL I, 10
PHIwptli ¦! HfMy ml Xuklii-

ton. Combos Club, tonight. 1:11
.'clock. ''Experimentation at
High T«B^riturei and Pres-
sures with Special Refereact to
the Fusion of Calcium Carbon¬
ate." by P. H. Smyth "The Pre¬
diction of Solubility Relations
Under Hlgrh Prsasure From Com-
preMlblllty Measurements." by
E. D. Williamson:. 'The Produc¬
tion of Pressure In Magmas by
Crystallization." by O. W. Morey

VACl'IH TliW OfKRATIMr.
9R DRY OBLLR PBRPECTKU
Vacuum tubes that operate on

dry cells have been perfected and
the mussy. heavy storage better!#-*
that are now a necessity with
vacuum tubs radio receiving set*
are doomed. Although the new
tubes, only three Inches long, have
not yet been advertised they are
being placed in quantity produc¬
tion by the Westlnghouse Electric
and Manufacturing Company.
Most vacuum tubea have fila¬

ments requiring a current of from
O.f to It amperes, at from four to
six volts that can only be sup¬
plied satisfactorily from a storage
battery. The new Westinghous*
tube's filament requires but 11
vplts to operate and us^a 0 2 am¬

peres continuously. This mesn* s

power consumption of Jess thsn
one-fourth wstt as compared with
three to Ave wstts in the ordinary
tube filament. It is said that one
No. < dry cell, if the tube is oper¬
ated one hour out of the twenty-
four, will last about ninety-fl\e
days. The filament of the new
tube Is of platinum, about one-

eighth as thick as fine tissm
paper and sbout 100th of sn inch
wide It Is costed with a ver>
thin layer of certain oxides with
the result thst a special form of
Wehnelt cathode Is formed. A
special spring keeps the filament
In position, but allows the filament
to move freely In esse pf a se¬
vere jar
The Western Electric Company

has also produced a vacuum tube
that operated on dry cells, hut
these are not being sold for radio
use. although they are u*e«i jn
hearing devices and other such in¬
struments.
Radio experts predict that the

dry cell radio vacuum tube will
open a new era In radio reception
when once given S'ide distribution
as it will then he possible to take
a receiving set practically any-I
where.

how mn m orpiox* «;ft
1% NORTH DAKOTA
Puzzle.Who planted poisonous

scorpions in North Dakota? Speci¬
mens of scorpion* ordinarily found
only In semi-tropical or tropical
countries, which, were
found in a lignite mine in Weste
North Dakota have been th' <-aus
of widespread flights of ircach
tlo»» in loeal rnmmunitien ^nd
serious speculation by entom"
gists «.f the State during the p
few week*.
Three specimens of these or«

tures.I'roctonus m^rdax Thor
be exact.are declared by I)r.
I-. Welster. entomologist st i
Agricultural College here, to
the flrst ever found In the Sti
Authoritative dopestere believe th
the scorpions may have bee
brought to North Dakota with t
lumber used in the lignite mir.
while other people interested in
the find sucgest thst they may he
relics of bygone ages.that their
families may have been living]closely associated with the lignite]
for centuries and more

NEW MATERIAL FOR
TRANSPARENT Tt REV
A medicine dropper and a small

graduate created some excitement
at the Birmingham meeting of the
American Chemical Society. They
were new pieces of chemical ap¬
paratus designed by l»uis J.
rortman for measuring and han¬
dling hydrofluoric acid, the sub¬
stance which quickly turns into
vapor the ordinary chemical ap¬
paratus made of glass. silica,
porcelain or other such materials.
The new pieces of apparatus were
msde out of transparent bakclite
which Is unharmed by the power¬
ful acid. Heretofore opaque lead
tubes have been used in carrying
out the t^sts in which hydrofluoric
acid was used.

RKE* COINT TVIEM*EI.VE«
I.IKR TKI.KPHONK < AIJ.«.
A traffic census of bees coming

home from work is being taken by
scientists of the Kureau of En¬
tomology. A gate is provided that
works on the one-way street prin-1
ciple and only one bee can enter
the hive at a time. The apscul-
turists keep tab on the bees bv the
same device that is* used by the
telephone company in keeping tra. k
of the number of times a subscriber
used hip telephone. As the numb, r
of entrances made by the bees is
something like 3"0.0<>0 a day. the
Bureau of Standards expert* who)
constructed the counting device had
to provide a special source of elec¬
tric current to operate the ap¬
paratus.

RADIO CARI.E .

PROTECT ftAVRE WHIPS.
Radio submarine cables of the

IjOth type will soon be installed in
the port of Havre. France, to c»:#ie
incoming and outgoing vessels n
that harbor during foggy w-a'h- r.
aceo-dlng to Information received
through the consular servi<« II «ii-
froquency current is use.i t.. «*le -

trically charge the cable on :'e
ocean'r floor and the pilot of ?! V
ship is able to steer by the hum
produced In receiving apparatus a
board ship.
The Havre Chamber of Conine- «

has recently equipped its life *:«v-
1ng and signalling service at th
port with a powerful wireless tele¬
graph and telephone plant Th *

supplements the old-fashionc.i
method of flag signalling whl« ''

can not be seen when the
does not l^eep the flags from droop¬
ing.

CANCER TENDENC Y IN MAN
POIND INHERITED.
The question as to the inheritsn e

of a tendency to the formation of
malignant tumors has long been n

open one. The Carneirie Institution
of Washington has published a care¬
ful tabulation from the numerous
family histories at thc K«|
Record Office, and it was discovered
that children of cancerous father*
and non-cancerous mothers showed
a striking excess of individuals i'

heriting this disease over those pre*
duced from normal parents. Rut.
singularly. It was* further found
that In the case where the -nothtr
was cancerous snd the father wsjnon-cancerous the excess was etui
6W»Ut. W t)


